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First Report of the Managers of the Baltimore Society, Auxiliary to 
the American Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews. 


Turs Society, which was established in January, 1823, is designed 
only as a humble aid to the parent institution in the accomplishment of 
its great projects of benevolence respecting “ the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.” Its operations are few and simple, and its members, in the 
exercise of that charity which constitutes its own reward, must be con- 
tented with the consciousness of doing good, without expecting to be 
gratified by detailed statements in Annual Reports of the great good 
effected through their liberality. The managers have little to report 
except the receipt of moneys from the subscribers, and their transmission 
to the parent society ; and they perceive with regret, that at the close 
of this first year of their institution, the account they have to render is 
exceedingly small. It appears, from the ‘T'reasurer’s report, that $45 has 
been paid by life subscribers, and $46 by annual subscribers and do- 
nors. Of this sum has been forwarded to the treasurer of the 
American Society. It gives the managers great pleasure to notice the 
formation of a Female Juvenile Society as a branch of this Auxiliary, 
whose concerns have been managed with a large share of prudence and 
zeal, and which has paid into our treasury $50, 31 cents. May the 
youthful friends of God’s ancient people receive an abundant reward for 
their work of faith and labour of love, and all be partakers of those in- 
estimable blessings which are secured by covenant to the true Israel ! 
With a hope of exciting a greater interest in behalf of our deluded Jewish 
brethren in the minds of our fellow-christians, this board published an 
edition of the learned and interesting sermon, entitled “ The Conversion 
of Israel,” preached at the anniversary of the London Society for pro- 
moting Christianity amoag the Jews, by that most able and celebrated 
expounder of the prophecies, the Rev. George Stanley Faber. The 
sermon was printed without expense to the Society; and though the 
sale of it has not equalled our expectations, the managers hope that the 
measures which have been lately taken for its more general distribu- 
tion, will cause it to be extensively read, and thus contribute to the suc- 
cess of that holy and interesting work to which the American Society 
and its auxiliaries are devoted. Having thus given a succinct account 
of their doings as the servants of the society for the past year, the 
managers cannot close this report without congratulating their constitu- 
ents upon the brightening prospects of the parent mstitution. Its 
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plans have been revised and improved; an extensive correspondence 
has been opened with the distinguished, intelligent, and zealous friends of 
Israel in foreign lands. Several agents have been successfully employ- 
ed in forming Auxiliary Societies in the north and south ; many Chris- 
tian ministers and people, in every section of the Union, feel deeply in- 
terested in the benevolent object ; and there are hopeful indications, 
that the American churches are putting themselves into an attitude of 
rofound attention, that they may hear and obey the prophetic message, 
which, according to an ingenious, and not improbable interpretation, is 
specially addressed to this happy and highly favoured nation. “Ho! 
to the land of the overshadowing wings, that lies beyond the rivers of 
Cush, that sendeth ambassadors by sea, and in vessels of reeds on the 
face of the waters. Swift messengers, go ye to a nation dispersed and 
pillaged, toa people under terror in the very extreme, a nation of ex- 
pectation and trodden down, whose country rivers have spoiled.” 
[ Isaiah, 18th Chap. 1st. and 2d. verses. M’Donald’s translation. | 
It cannot be doubted, that this favoured country, which affords an 
asylum to the oppressed and persecuted of every clime, where alone 
the Jew is received as a brother ; secured in the enjoyment of his per- 
sonal and social rights ; and admitted, equally with Christians, to the 
possession of all civil and religious privileges ; is destined in the Pro- 
vidence of God, to perform an important part in the mighty work of 
bringing back to his church and covenant his once chosen, but long 
lost and afflicted people. What that agency will be, it is not for us to 
determine; and there will be different opinions as to the means which 
should be employed in effecting it; but it may be fairly presumed, 
that the wise, pious, and benevolent men, who manage the concerns of 
the American Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews, will 
adopt the most judicious and promising measures for the attainment of 
the great object, and prosecute them to a successful issue. The tract of 
land for the seat of a colony of converted Jews which it is contemplat- 
ed to establish under the auspices of the American Society, has not 
yet been purchased ; but a large and commodious mansion, together 
with three acres of land near the city of New-York, has been hired for 
their temporary accommodation. There is “now a place of reception 
for such Jews as may, from time to time, come to this country, where 
accommodations will be provided for them as one family, at the ex- 
pense of the Society ; and, whence, at their option, they may locate on 
the agricultural establishment, or engage elsewhere, in any employ- 
ment under the auspices of the board.” It should, however, always 
be kept in mind, that the ultimate object of the Society to which ours 
is an auxiliary, is not merely to open an asylum for converted and in- 
quiring Jews, where they may be furnished with employment, and the 
means of support. This is only one of the means to be employed for 
the accomplishment of the high and holy ends which calls forth 
prayers and exertions of the children of God, viz: the conver- 
sion of our Elder Brethren of the house of Israel to the faith of 
Christ, and the consequent evangelizing of the world. “The Jews 
shall be brought in, together with the fulness of the Gentiles, and so all 
Israel shall be saved ;” for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 
And already the preparations for the mighty work are begun. The 
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expectation of some remarkable change in their national character and 
state, is now generally entertained by the Jews; inquiries respecting 
the claims of Jesus of Nazareth, unheard of before to such an extent, are 
prevalent among them; there is ashaking among the dry bones,’ and 
we may hope, that the day is not distant, when an exceeding great 
army will rise up from this valley of death, who being quickened and 
animated by the Holy Spirit, will go forth to witness for the Gospel in 
every nation, and preach the unsearchable riches of Christ to the ends 
of the earth. While the churches of England, and other countries in 
Europe, are sending their labourers into this field already white unto 
the harvest, shall the churches of America look on without concern, and 
bear no part in reaping the crop? While the Christians of other parts 
of the Union are putting forth their efforts in this great work, shall 
those of Baltimore willingly relinquish all share of the honour and bless- 
edness connected with the enterprise ? Out of a population of upwards 
of 60,000, by whom so many valuable charities are liberally support- 
ed, are there only , the number of members belonging to this 
Society, who pity the spiritual condition of the Jews, and are willing 
to meliorate it? Such an opinion cannot be entertained for a moment. 
The managers are persuaded, that the enlarged and benevolent object 
of this Society need only to be made known to secure for it an extended 
and efficient patronage from a liberal and Christian community. They 
invite inquiry as to the importance and practicability of the object con- 
templated ; and indulge the hope, that the other members of the Socie- 
ty equally with themselves, may be induced to pursue it with increas- 
ing energy and zeal, animated by the persuasion, founded on the sure 
word of prophecy, that the evangelizing ofthe Jews will be the most 
direct and powerful means of converting the Gentile world ; “ For if 
the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be but life from the dead ?” [Romans, 11. 15.] 





First Anniversary of the Society of Fincastle, (Va.) Auxiliary to the 
A. S. M. C. J. held in Fincastle, 15 May, 1824. 


On motion, the following Report was read and unanimously adopted : 

We have met this day to celebrate the first anniversary of our society. 
While we regard the ultimate object of the parent society as great and 
interesting, the success which has attended the recent exertions which 
have been made, not only in the United States, but in European coun- 
tries, to promote the salvation of Israel, calls for our most fervent gra- 
titude, and demands our vigorous and continued exertions to attain an 
object so desirable. We esteem it a high privilege, that we are, in the 
course of Divine Providence, permitted to be auxiliary in this labour of 
love. Every believer in the divine authority of the Bible, must be con- 
" vinced, from the promises and predictions recorded in that Book, that 
the conversion of the Jews to their own Messiah, is an event which 
shall certainly take place at some period of time ; and the extraordinary 
excitement throughout the Christian world, in favour of that people who 
have been “ scattered and peeled,” for near eighteen hundred years, is 
a consoling indication to every friend of Zion, that the time of their 
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restoration is fast approaching. What then is our duty to the descend- 
ants of those to whom were committed the oracles of God? Is it not 
to pray for the ingathering of the lost sheep of the House of Israel to 
the fold of our Redeemer, and not merely to pray, but to labour in our 
humble measure, and, in pronortion to the means which Israel’s God 
has put into our hands, to promote their salvation? Through the in- 
st: umentality of the descendants of Abraham, we enjoy “the word of 
life,” and shall not the same faith and the same love, constrain us to do 
as much for the modern Jew, as the ancient Jew did for us, especially 
under the animating prospect, that the “conversion of the Jews is to be 
one great instrument, appointed by God, for bringing about the univer- 
sal conversion of the heathen nations? Let any one look into the vo- 
lume of prophecy, and he will see that the Jews are destined once more 
to become a blessing to the world.” “ For if the casting away of them 
be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but 
life from the dead ?” 
ROBERT LOGAN, President. 
E. W. Rosinson, Sec’y. 








Eatracts from the Sixteenth Report of the London Society for promoting 
Christianity among the Jews. 


* Read at the Annual Meeting, on Friday, May 7, 1824. 
(Continued from page 185.) 


Poland.—* The Polish Jews continue to engage a principal share of 
the attention of your Society, and of those connected with it abroad. 

«‘ Mr. Handes, a Missionary sent out by the Berlin Society, but sup- 
plied with books by your Committee, spent some time in the course of 
last summer, at Posen, in Prussian Poland, where, it will be remember- 
ed, an Auxiliary Society was formed last year. His account of the 
reception he met with coincides with the statements given relative to 
other quarters. “ The Jews visited him daily in crowds,” applying for 
books, or for religious instruction. Several young persons in particu- 
lar manifested an anxious desire to embrace Christianity, and, amongst 
the rest, a young Jewess, in whose case, as described by Mr. Handes, 
there is something peculiarly affecting. 

‘Jt seems that in earlier life she had entertained a wish to become 
a Christian, but, having subsequently fallen into sin, she had given up 
the idea. On the arrival, however, of Mr. Handes in Posen, she ap- 
plied to him for instruction in Christianity, and he thus describes what 
took place in her second visit. When she called again, I read to 
her some hymns on repentance. These made such an impression on 
her soul, that she immediately exclaimed, “ Here I find my whole 
earlier life depicted. Iam painfully grieved, and wish to be led into 
a better way.’ She was scarcely able to utter these words for sobs 
and tears. When, therefore, I found her thus contrite, I set forth to 
her the atonement through Christ. But it:was awfully striking to ob- 
serve the sudden coldness with which she was seized. When she 
heard the name of Jesus mentioned, she showed marks of bitter hos- 
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tility ; when I asked her the reason. of it, she confessed that whenever 
she heard that name uttered, all the horrid curses and execrations oe 
curred to her mind which she formerly herself had uttered, and which 
she heard used by the Jews every day, and sometimes by her own mo-' 
ther; and thus it seemed every spark of love which had been kindled 
in her soul was quenched. Mr. Handes’ remark on this part of the nar- 
rative is just and striking. ‘ How lamentable,’ he says, ‘is the case 
of the poor Jews, who have not only to fight against that enmity to 
Christ, which by nature dwells in every human heart, but have also to 
overcome: that. bitter hostility towards him which is influenced and 
cherished by their education ! She frequently, however,’ Mr. H. after- 
wards says, ‘ repeated her visits, confessed, with great emotion, her sin- 
fulness, and expressed a great anxiety to become a truly penitent be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus.2. Who can hear this affecting account, with- 
out offering up a prayer to the Saviour and Friend of sinners, that He 
would bring this wandering sheep to His fold, and that others, influ- 
enced by her example, may be led to seek Him, the Great and Good 
Shepherd ! 

“ During his stay in Posen, Mr. Handes had the satisfaction of 
learning that several Jews met on a stated day, for the purpose of read- 
ing the New Testament ; and that in a public school for the education of 
Christian boys, free places have been appointed for Jewish children, 
fourteen of whom attended, and appeared desirous of Christian instruc- 
tion. 

“ Mr. H. visited, likewise, other towns in Prussian Poland; in one 
of which, named Inowraklaw, he had unusually numerous visits from 
Jews, some of whom were teachers: was even permitted to deliver an 
address in the synagogue, which, though interrupted by the contentions 
of the two adverse parties, (for at this day also the one part are Pha- 
risees and the other Sadducees,) was afterwards found to have been not 
without good effect; and received from two Jews, who visited him dai- 
ly, a promise of hearty co-operation in promoting Christianity among 
their brethren. 

“ At Crotoszyn, also a town on the frontiers of Silesia, he met with 
considerable encouragement. Numbers, both of Jews and Christians, 
sought opportunities. of conversing with him; on the latter he very 
properly urged the duty of kindness towards their Jewish. brethren, of 
prayer for their conversion, and of carefulness not to offend them by 
conduct inconsistent with their Christian profession. On various oc- 
casions his apartments were ‘ crowded with Jews, Jewesses, and chil- 
dren ;’ with the latter especially he was much pleased, and had some 
exceedingly interesting conversation with them. A number of per- 
sons, of all ranks, came to him also from the environs of Crotoszyn, 
applying for Tracts; and several young men, with great earnestness, 
entreated him to give, or lend, them copies of the New Testament to 
read, and backed their application with testimonials from Christian 
friends in their favour. So favourable, in short, was the impression 
made upon the inhabitants of this place by Mr. Handes’ visit, that 
when he was preparing to leave it, a number of Jews assembled round 
him, wishing him the blessing of God, and expressing an anxious desire 
to see him soon again. One old Jew, with a long white beard. who 
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had received a New Testament from him, embraced him tenderly, and 
exclaimed, ‘ We are all children of God, you also are his child !’ ” 

Mediterranean.—“ From these regions of the north, your Commit- 
tee will now turn your attention to the shores of the Mediterranean, 
where the operations of your Society are beginning to assume some- 
what more of a regular and systematic character than it has hitherto 
been practicable to give them. 

“ Jt has already been stated in this Report, that the Rev. Charles 
Neat and Dr. Clarke have been spending some time at Gibraltar, in 
their way to Leghorn. The importance, in a missionary view, of this 
key of the Mediterranean, so well known as a place of confluence for 
Jews from all parts of the world, need not be pointed out. And 
though the prejudice and deeply-rooted enmity which so lamentably 
characterize many of the Jews which crowd its streets, absorbed, 
for the most part, in the love of gain, render the prospect of usefulness 
among them by no means cheering to the eye of sense, yet the eye of 
faith, piercing through the veil of present appearances, and accustomed 
to contemplate the power and promises of God, can discern, even here, 
enough to guide and animate the Christian missionary in the discharge 
of an acknowledged duty. 

“In this spirit of simple, humble confidence, your Committee are 
thankful to state, that Mr. Neat and his estimable coadjutor have com- 
menced their labours among the Gibraltar Jews ; visiting them, as well 
in their synagogues as in their private houses, calmly discussing with 
them.the main points of difference between Jews and Christians, (re- 
specting which, some of the more wealthy and respectable possess a 
considerable share of information,) refuting their objections, examin- 
ing with them the Old Testament Scriptures, and endeavouring to lead 
them to a diligent study, with prayer, of those Sacred Oracles. 

“ ‘Though it would be too much to affirm, that any decided convic- 
tion appears as yet to have been wrought by those means, in the minds 
of the Jews with whom they conyersed, yet it is certainly very en- 
couraging to perceive that they have been treated with marked civility, 
both in publie and private; and, in various instances, received the 
most courteous invitations to renew their discussions. They found, 
also, in some instances, a readiness to read the Tracts and Cards which 
they offered. 

** One or two extracts from Mr. Neat’s journal will illustrate their 
mode of proceeding, and the nature of the encouragement they have 
met with. 

“* Dr. Clarke and I went to the Line Wall Synagogue. At the 
door, we met ** **, he was unwilling to enter into conversation, and 
merely said he was preparing some questions upon paper, and that he 
thought that was the best mode of proceeding. I gave him a Hebrew 
Tract, No. 9, which he promised to read. So soon as ** ** departed, 
another Jew, named *** ***, came out and accosted us in a friendly 
manner. I then took out a card, No. 1, and asked him if that were 
Rabbinical Hebrew. He read a few words until he came to what re- 
lated to Christ ; and then, with some dislike visible in his countenance, 
said, “ Why do you say Messiah is come, and that Jesus is Messiah ?” 
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“¢¢C, N. Because your own Scriptures have predicted a Messiah, 
and these predictions were fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth.’ 

‘“ He continued to read, and two other Jews drew near and looked 
over his shoulder at the card. I took out one and gave to the Jew, 
who seemed most anxious. Hethanked me. Our conversation was 
then renewed, and we had scarcely re-entered upon it, when another 
Jew manifested a desire for a card. Dr. Clarke supplied this Jew also, 
and *** *** proceeded, the three other Jews standing near, and list- 
ening to the conversation. 

“ After a conversation of some length, in which the Jew urged his 
objections in a temperate manner, they accompanied him to his resi- 
dence, where, with the Old ‘Testament before them, they continued to 

rosecute the discussion ; ‘inconcluding which | begged him,’ says Mr. 
N. ‘ to take God’s word as he found it, without attending to tradition. 
He received the admonition kindly, promised to write some of his opi- 
pions for our consideration, and took ieave of us with much civility.’ 

“Tn the absence of positive evidence of a work of conversion, one of 
the most hopeful symptoms, undoubtedly, which a Jew can evince, is a 
dispo*’.ion candidly to examine the arguments by which the truth of 
Chri tianity is supported. If the inquiry be conducted with sincerity 
anc .rnestness, there can be little doubt as tothe result to which it will 
ultimately lead. 

“ An encouraging instance of this kind is mentioned .by, Mr. Neat. 
After a conversation of nearly three hours’ length, with two well edu- 
cated and sensible Jews, (one of whom had, in the first instance, called 
upon Mr. N. and asked him for the publications of the Society,) it was 
agreed, at their request, that Mr. N. should write his answers to two 
questions relative to the nature and obligations of circumcision. In 
giving his account of this interesting discussion, Mr. N. says, ‘ It was, 
I assure you, very gratifying to see particularly inquiring, with 
evident seriousness upon his countenance, concerning these things. He 
has a Hebrew Testament which Mr. Wolf gave him, and the margin is 
filled with references and queries of his own, and he reaily appears 
anxious for information. Both * * and relinquish the ‘lal- 
mud, and adhere to the written word. ‘These are propitious circum- - 
stances. May God shine into the hearts of these inquirers, and give 
them to know the truth, as it is in Jesus. ‘They invited me to visit 
them, and expressed an earnest desire to renew and continue the dis- 
cussion. We are much encouraged by these expressions, and begin to 
entertain sanguine hopes that God will bless our efforts in this place. 
I wish the friends, and I will add, the enemies and the indifferent wit- 
nesses of the Society, could have seen and heard these serious and 
candid inquirers with the Hebrew and English Bible and Testament in 
their hands, comparing one part with another, and manifesting such an 
acquaintance with the New, as well as the Old Testament, as might 
have put many a nominal Christian to shame. This was delightful to 
see. I pray that we may behold greater things; even the accomplish- 
ment of the promise to Israel, ‘ I will write my laws in their hearts.’ ” 

“On the whole, considering the peculiar difficulties and discourage- 
ments which have usually been regarded as opposing any attempts for 
the good of the Gibraltar Jews, your Committee see much reason for 
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thankfulness and encouragement in this commencement of Missionary 
labour among them; and they cannot but augur much ultimate good 
from the gradual, patient, and persevering efforts of a resident Mis- 
sionary, such as they hope, ere long, to station there. 

« Proceeding up the Mediterranean, your Committee rejoice to re- 
port the formation of a Society for the spiritual benefit of the Jews, in 
the island of Malta. The avowed object of this Institution is to form 
a centre of union and communication between Asia, Europe, and Afri- 
ca, for all purposes and plans in connection with the conversion of 
Israel. In reference to this object, the Secretaries of the newly-formed 
Society write, ‘As a centre of communication and correspondence, 
Malta affords advantages so peculiar, that the Committee would fain 
look for some beneficial results from their future labours. These must 
of necessity chiefly arise out of circumstances; and for the present 
their obiect must be, to obtain all possible access to the scattered Is- 
raclites so numerous in Palestine, in Egypt, and the northern coast of 
Africa, by means of the Scriptures and other books, which it may be 
found expedient or practicable to disseminate among them. They also 
hope to maintain a Depository of necessary books, and to have it in 
their power at all times to facilitate the communications between 
Jewish Societies and their Missionaries in the Mediteranean.’ 

“Your Committee will notice the proceedings of the converted 
Jew, Mr. Wolf, who, it will be recollected, set out from Malta, 
in the beginning of last year, on a second visit to Jerusalem, accom- 
panied by the American missionaries, the Rev. Messrs. Fisk and King, 
having spent about three months in Egypt, preaching the Gospel to 
Jews, Mussulmen, and Christians, and distributing, by sale or gratui- 
tously, 300 copies of the Scriptures, and 3,700 Tracts, they reached 
the Holy City, after a fatiguing journey across the Great Desert, the 
latter end of March. 

“ Mr. Wolf’s reception among his brethren, on this his second visit, 
was truly gratifying. The learned doctors, with whom he had so free- 
ly discussed during his former residence there, welcomed him with 
great cordiality, and, some difficulty having arisen in procuring him 
lodgings, one of the chief Rabbies himself had a house provided for him, 
in the Jewish quarter, upon Mount Zion. 

** He soon had reason given him to believe that his former labours in 
the Jewish metropolis had not been in vain. Ina letter, dated Mount 
Calvary, June 21, he writes: ‘ There is now at Jerusalem, by God’s 
grace, a feeling and aspirit of inquiry excited among the Jews, even ac- 
cording to the confession of the Rabbies, which never existed among 
them before.’ He spared no pains to improve these encouraging ap- 
pearances, conversing freely with all who, came to him; furnishing 
New Testaments and Tracts to all who desired them ; reading, praying, 
with such as appeared to be in earnest, by night and by day ; and ex- 
posing, boldly yet meekly, the sophistries and absurdities of the Tal- 
mud, in the presence of its devoted admirers. He thus speaks of his 
proceedings, with characteristic simplicity and humility, in a letter to 
Dr. Naudi of Malta: ‘ You will, by this time,’ (Mr. Wolf wrote on the 
22d June last, from Jerusalem,) ‘ have heard of the kind reception I 
met with among the Jews at Jerusalem; I lodged among them, and 
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was engaged in preaching to them the Gospel from morning to night, 
and often all night, the Lord be praised for it. I have at this time 
more confined myself to labouring among the Jews than I ever did be- 
fore. The Lord enabled me, beside this, to preach to them the full- 
ness of the riches of Christ, more clearly than I ever did before’ In 
order to qualify himself more fully to meet the unbelieving Jews on 
their own ground, he engaged a Jearned Polish Rabbi, who professed 
himself a secret believer in Christianity, to point out to him such parts 
of the Talmud, and of other Jewish writings, as may be made use of 
most effectually in combating the opinions of their doctors. And he 
derived considerable advantage from the knowledge he thus acquired, 
in subsequent discussions with his opponents. 

“ Your Committee have received the fullest confirmation of Mr. 
Wolf’s own account of his labours, and of the encouragement which 
attended them, through the medium of the American missionaries al- 
ready mentioned. In a letter, dated a few days after their arrival at 
Jerusalem, Mr. King writes : ‘ Mr. W. was well received by his breth- 
ren the Jews, among whom he labours with unabated zeal from morn- 
ing till night— Sometimes he sits up nearly the whole night, in reading 
with them out of Moses and the prophets, and out of the Talmud. 
This I regret exceedingly, as it must soon injure his health materially, 
and if persisted in, deprive the Christian world of one of its ablest mis- 
sionaries to the long-lost and despised people of the seed of Abraham.’ 

“The Rey. P. Fisk also, in a letter to a friend, ‘says, ‘ Before I 
visited Jerusalem, I entertained some doubt about the expediency, and 
even about the practicability, of establishing a mission there. A resi- 
dence of two months has entirely removed these doubts, and I wish 
now to see a missionary family there.’ 

“ With these agree the sentiments of Mr. King: ‘ Our prospects,’ 
says he, in a letter already quoted, ‘ with regard to the establishment of 
a missionary station here, are quite as favourable as we anticipated. 
Difficulties there must be—difficulties we expect. But in the name of 
the mighty God of Jacob will we set up our banners, fully believing 
that the time is approaching, when the standard of the cross shall wave 
triumphantly on the walls of the holy city, and when the dwellers in 
the vales and on the mountain tops of Judea, shall shout to each other, 
and sing, ‘ Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
towards men.’ 

“ Under these circumstances, your Committee have felt that they ought 
no longer to postpone the adoption of effectual measures for carrying 
on the good work at Jerusalem. ' Accordingly, they have determined 
to establish a permanent Mission in that venerable city, and directed 
Mr. Lewis to proceed thither without delay. 

“ They cannot convey the intimation unaccompanied by a direct re- 
ference to the Palestine Fund, and an earnest commendation of it te 
the liberality of their Christian friends. The contributions to this in- 
teresting object already received, amount to about £700. 

“From Antoura, Mr. Wolf went, the latter end of last October, to 
Damascus, where he was met by the sad intelligence that the chief 
minister of the Pacha, (who was a Jew,) together with the high-priest, 
and upwards of twenty of the principal Jewish inhabitants of the city, 
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had been thrown into prison, and required, under penalty of death, to 
pay the enormous sum of 40,000 burses into his treasury. 

“Mr. Wolf’s description of the state of things at Damascus is cha- 
racteristic, and deeply affecting. * | went,’ says he, ‘this afternoon, in- 
to the Jewish street. It was an awful sight to see weeping women, 
crying children, old men trembling and praying—in short, I felt what 
it is to see a whole congregation in mourning, and in a silent mourning 
and sorrow. ‘The men did not dare to express the sorrow of their 
hearts, lest it might cost them their heads ; but still it was greatly and 
visibly manifested. ‘They told me the number of respectable Jews put 
in prison amounted to twenty-four. 1 shall go to-morrow (Deo Vo- 
lente) into the Jewish street and distribute the word of God, and write 
upon the title-page the words of the prophet, ‘Comfort ye, comfort ye 
my people.’ 

“There is reason to hope that this period of consternation and dis- 
tress may have proved, through the providence of God, a season of 
much spiritual benefit to the Damascene Jews. Letters have lately 
been received from Mr. Lewis, (who joined Mr. Wolf at Damascus 
about a fortnight after his arrival,) giving a very interesting account of 
the eagerness witi: which the Seriptures were received by the Jews in 
that ancient city. He thus writes, under date of November 25th last: 

“ ¢ Being aware of the unpleasant state in which the Jews of Damas- 
cus had lately fallen, with regard to the government of the country, I 
entered the city with little hopes of meeting with much encouragement 
for the objects we have in view. The High Priest, and many of the 
principal Jews, were in prison; the houses of others were shut up— 
some had fled the city: all were in anxiety—in confusion—in silence ! 
However, I have the pleasure of communicating to you this gratifying 
intelligence, that although the heads and elders, and hundreds of others, 
were invisible to the very last, yet | have had the happiness to witness 
three or four such days as our friends in Poland and elsewhere have en- 
joyed in the field of labour. Mr. Wolf and I walked the Jew quarter, 
talking to one and another of the Jews we met with, and we visited one of 
their synagogues on a Sabbath (or Saturday) morning. Next day and the 
days following, Jews were to be seen, old and young, from morning 
until evening, crowding the street adjoining the convents, in demand of 
books for themselves, their families, and schools. Many of them heard 
the word of eternal life read and preached to them; and we continued 
to supply the real wants of this suffering people until nearly all our 
Testaments, as well as Prophets and Psalms, &c. were exhausted.’ 

“ Nor was this anxiety to possess the sacred treasure confined te 
Jews. Mr. Lewis adds :— 

“ «| have never witnessed a greater desire, (humanly speaking,) on 
the part ofeither Christians or Jews, than at this place, for the Word of 
God; and the priests themselves, as they walked the streets, became 
persecuted, by Jews as well cs Christians demanding of them the Book 
of Life ; and by their own wish I supplied two or three with ‘Testa- 
ments and Psalters, for the purpose of giving them, with their own 
hands, to some of their friends and the well-deserving. I brought a 
full case of Arabic Scriptures (Bibles and Testaments) with me from 


“Beirout. The whole was distributed in a short tine. as well as an half 
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hundred of Genesis and Psalters. I may say, to this moment, I am en- 
treated by many among the different Christians to supply them. I 
have accordingly promised to send them two cases more, one to the 
care of an excellent Maronite priest, and the other to the house of the 
Greek Patriarch. I have given directions that they are all, as much as 
possible, to be sold; many, it seems, will now be v illing to be furnish- 
ed on such terms, although it was said before, ‘ You have given to Jews 
without money, and why not to Christians?’ It was a natural jealousy, 
and I could not be hard-hearted, or deaf (for the first time) to such a 
hint. But I sold eight copies of the Bible, and I must not forget that 
one man brought to me a trunk, and begged me to give him some Tes- 
taments for it. Some of the Scriptures were given to Turks, with 
whom Mr. Wolf was holding a discussion ; and | presented the Bible 
to one of the richest and most powerful among the ‘Turks in Damascus. 
His father was Pasha as well as his grandfather. 

India.—“ Your Committee continue to receive pleasing accounts of 
the state of the Jewish schools at Cochin. The Madras Correspond- 
ing Committee write respecting them :— | 

‘¢ Under the blessing of God; we have the assurance of the Jews 
paying every attention to our endeavours to aid and assist them. 
Nothing can exceed the willingness of both White and Black Jews 
to come forward with their children for instruction.’ 

‘“‘They mention also that they had received a very satisfactory re- 
presentation of the state of the schools, and of the*reception which 
Mr. Sargon, the superintendant of them, met with among the Jews, 
from the Rev. Henry Baker, one of the clergymen employed by the 
Church Missionary Society on that coast. 

‘“¢ Mr. Baker says, ‘I am happy in being able to give you a pleasing 
account respecting the schools under Mr. Sargon’s direction at Cochin. 
He takes great delight in attending them himself, and in teaching the 
children; and likewise labours much to insure their diligent attend- 
ance, and the diligence and attention of the masters employed under 
him. Nor are his endeavours without good effect. The schools are 
well attended, and the children have made considerable progress ; such 
as, | am sure, any of Mr. Sargon’s friends at Madras would be much 

leased with.’ And, so far from his being avoided as an apostate by his 
Jewish brethren, Mr. Baker adds, ‘Indeed he appears, in every re- 
spect, the fittest person for superintending the schools, that could be 
employed for that purpose, as the Jews entertain but few of those pre- 
judices against him which they have against a clergyman, or other per- 
son, not so nearly connected with them as he is.’ 

‘It was hinted in the last Report, that Mr. Sargon had made a dis- 
covery which was likely to lead to some interesting disclosures respect- 
ing the ‘ Beni-Israel,’ or descendants of the Ten Tribes’ Since that 
period he has been directed by the Madras Committee to pursue his in- 
vestigations on this interesting subject ; and, for this purpose, he visit- 
ed Cannanore, a town of the interior, where they were supposed to re- 
side. The result of his inquiries is thus stated by Mr, Jarrett, the Se- 
cretary of the Committee : 

“<T come now to Mr. Sargon’s visit to Cannanore, with whose infor- 
mation we have every reason to be satisfied. The following important 
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particulars, among others, are stated :—-1st, These. people in dress and 
manners resemble the natives so as, not to be distinguished. from them, 
but by attentive observation and inquiry. 2d: They have Hebrew 
names of the same kind, and with the same local terminations, as the 
Sepoys in the 9th Regiment Bombay Native Infantry. 3d. Some of 
them read Hebrew, and they have a faint tradition of the cause of their 
original exodus from Egypt. 4th. Their common language is the Hin- 
doo, Sth. They keep idols and worship them, and use idolatrous cere- 
monies intermixed with Hebrew. 6th. They circumcise their own 
children. 7th. They observe the Kippoor, or great Expiation-day of 
the Hebrews. 8th. They call themselves ‘Gorah Jehudi,’ or White 
Jews, and they term the Black Jews ‘ Collah Jehudi.’ 9th. They 
speak of the Arabian Jews as their brethren, but do not acknowledge 
the European Jews as such, because they are of a fairer complexion 
than themselves. 10th. They use the same prayer as those of whom 
we have heard, namely, ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one 
Lord,’ Deut. vi. 4. 11th. ‘They have no Cohen, (priest,) Levite, or 
Nasi, amongst them, under those terms, though it appears they have 
elders and a chief in each community, who determine in their reli- 
gious concerns. 12th. They expect the Messiah, and when he comes, 
that they will all go to Jerusalem : the time of his appearance, and their 
return, they think, will soon arrive ; at which they would much rejoice, 
since at Jerusalem they would see their God, worship him only, and be 
dispersed no more!’ , 

“Mr. Jarrett remarks, on the preceding communication, ‘ I think it is 
fair to conclude, that Mr. Sargon’s account of these people is sufficient 
to prove them ‘ Israelites,’ and not Jews of the two tribes and a half: 
and to distinguish the race as well from the White Jews, as the Black 
Jews at Cochin; and that it does not consist of a bare description of a 
people observing certain Jewish customs, but contains evident marks of 
such as have descended from the parent stock at one time or other, and 
probably, from all the circumstances, we may safely include them among 
the offspring of the long-lost ten tribes. Conceiving them, however, 
to. be. ‘ Israelites,’ their idolatrous practices are evident: they invoke 
Ramah, (which is only another name for the Indian Camah,) the deity 
of love; and although while performing their idolatrous ceremonies 
they call upon Jehovah, the God of Israel, yet their idolatry is suffi- 
ciently marked by the existence of the idol among them, to fulfil the 
prophecy of Moses, the man of God, (Deut. xxviii. 64.) who denounces 
the judgments of the Lord against them ; ‘ The Lord shall scatter thee 
among all people, from the one end of the earth to the other; and there 
shalt thou serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have 
knawn, even wood and stone.’ 

“ Mr. Sargon ascertained, likewise, that there were considerable num- 
bers of these people living in other places, not far distant from Canna- 
nore, respecting whom it is probable that further researches will be 
made, under the direction of the Madras Committee. 

“ Such are the principal transactions connected with the foreign opera- 
tions of your Society during the past year. Your Committee will only 
add one or two facts of an interesting nature, not, indeed, arising out of 
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any direct efforts of the society, but intimately associated with its ob- 
ject, and with its prospects of future usefulness. 

«¢ A communication recently received from Mons. C. Rostan, of Paris, 
contains the following intelligence : 

‘“ The report of the labour of your society is gradually spreading, and 
has been the means of bringing us into connexion with several friends 
of Israel in this country. Thus the number of such as pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem increases from day to day, and Christians in France 
begin to be aware, that the peace of Israel is the peace of the earth. 
You will judge of our hopes of success from the letter annexed, which 
I transmit to you. The valley of Munster, of which the venerable 
Christian, Mr. Batzweiler is minister, is a very important point with 
respect to operations amongst the Jews in France. We shall invite 
him to form in his congregation, if possible, a committee of friends of 
Israel. In that valley Wintzenheim is situated, which may be called 
the French Jerusalem, because its population and that of its vicinity, is 
almost entirely Jewish. It is the chief place of their seven great con- 
sistories. The valley of Munster, one of the most fertile in Alsace, is 
almost exclusively the property of Jews, either as freeholders or tenants ; 
how much good, therefore, may be done by a judicious dissemination 
of your tracts, especially in German and Hebrew.” 

“ The letter referred to contains, among other observations, the fol- 
lowing :-— “eat 

“ «Tt is not in my power to express the feelings which your last letter 
produced in my mind. Many years ago I anxiously wished to see that 
which is done m our day. 

“¢ Atevery divine service, especially on the first day of every month, 
my supplications, and those of my believing hearers, ascend to God and 
our Lord Jesus ‘Christ, that he will vouchsafe to anoint with his Spirit, 
and to support by his power, all the worthy individuals, who are actu- 
ally engaged in promoting his kingdom in the world. Your invitation, 
therefore, to offer up prayers in behalf of the people of Israel, has been 
very welcome to us, and we shall gladly unite with you in this labour of 
love. We wish to be informed whether the money transmitted by Mr. 
Krapt, tutor at Strasburgh, to the venerable Missionary Society at Paris, 
is in part employed for the purpose of aiding the conversion of the Jews. 
Ifso, we rejoice; but if not, 1 shall take care te open a separate fund 
for that purpose.’ 

“ Every instance of genuine conversion to the Christian faith amongst 
the people of Israel, will be hailed with thankfulness by those who feel the 
value of even one immortal soul ; and will assist also in removing the 
doubts of those who call in question the practicability of Jewish conver- 
sion. Your committee are induced, therefore, once more to refer to 
the case of an individual Jew, named Moses Marcus, living in New 
South Wales, of whom mention was made in a former report. The 
Rev. William Cowper (to whom they were indebted for former com- 
munications respecting this aged convert) thus writes concerning him, 
in a letter dated Sidney, Feb. 11, 1823: 

“¢'This son of Abraham appears to be yet more alive unto God. His 
bodily indisposition does not allow him to attend our public worship ; 
nor has he been able, of late, to minister to his brethren according to 
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the flesh, as he earnestly desired. He seems very anxious that other 
Jews also might experience the happiness which he has found in search- 
ing and comparing the Psalms, the Prophets, and the New Testament, 
and in the persuasion thence obtained, that-Christ is, indeed, a most 
gracious, loving, and mighty Saviour. But he cannot bring his carnal 
brethren to think as he now thinks, nor to use the means generally ne- 
cessary to acquire a right knowledge of the sacred oracles. 

“¢Mr. F. Hall, of the Church Missionary Society, who returns to 
England by this opportunity, can, if required, testify to your committee 
what he has seen of Marcus. He has desired Mr. Hall to request your 
society tosend many books into Germany; especially to his native place, 
Manheim, about ten miles from Frankfort. There he was born on the 
24th of March, in the year of Christ, 1767; and, with tears flowing 
down his cheeks, ‘ There,’ says he, ‘ I was taught in my infancy, to be 
an enemy of Christ, but now, since God has been graciously pleased to 
give me light, I wish in particular the people in my native country 
and town to be favoured witk that blessing which I enjoy.’ _ 

“¢ A few days ago, when the Rev. W. Bedford was about to embark 
for Van Dieman’s Land, Marcus came to me to beg two or three He- 
brew New Testaments and some tracts, for his Jewish brethren in that 
island. I readily and gladly supplied him with a parcel, from those 
which [ received from your society, and would indulge the hope that 
they may become a blessing to some of the children of Israel in that 
dependepcy.’ 

“ Mr. Coane adds, ‘Is not this the Lord’s doing? May He speedily 
accomplish the number of his elect, from both Gentiles and Jews! Let us 
hence take courage and pray, and labour more fervently for the honour 
of our Saviour Christ, and for the salvation of his people.’ 

“In the spirit of this appropriate remark, your committee would con- 
clude their report, grateful for past success, animated to further exertion, 
and humbly supplicating a blessing from on high on all the present and 
future efforts of the society. 

“ When they consider, (to adopt the words of an intelligent observer, 
who has for some time resided abroad,) when they consider the favoura- 
ble change which has taken place within these few years, among Chris- 
tians towards the Jews, and the favourable change which has evidently 
been produced in the hearts of many thousands of the Jews, particular- 
ly the rising generation, your committee cannot but regard the present 
period as a very important crisis to the Jewish nation. At no former 
period since the Christian era, did the returning mercy of God towards 
his ancient people so distinctly manifest itself; never was such a stir, 
snch an uneasiness about the state of their souls, perceivable among the 
Jews, as at the present day; never were there so many to be found 
who, agitated by serious doubts with regard to their religion, were in- 
clined to listen to the voice of Truth, and to devote time and study to 
solid, serious, humble examination and inquiry. 

“ Whence, your committee would ask, do these novel appearances, 
these unprecedented moral movements, take their rise ? Whence, but 
from Him from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, do come? 
Whence, but from Him who has promised that ‘in the /Jatter days the 











ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 175 


children of Israel shall return and seek the Lord their God and David 
their king.’ 

“To be the humble instrument, in His hands, of accomplishing these 
gracious promises, is the simple design of your society ; believing, that 
as He has wrought, by human means, in the dispensations of His grace, 
hitherto, so he will continue to work by them, till the end shall come. 

“ Your committee wish it to be distinctly and universallyu nderstood, 
that this is the one, single aim of the Institution ; and that the simple 
commission with which all its labourers are charged, is to make known 
to the Jews ‘ Him of whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets did 
write.’ And while engaged in the prosecution of the work assigned 
them, they earnestly entreat the prayers of all who love Israel,and Is- 
rael’s God, that the Spirit of wisdom and understanding may be poured 
out upon them, and the Spirit of grace and supplication on the house 
of David; that so, in God’s appointed time, all Israel may be saved. 
and the Redeemer glorified in their salvation.” : 
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LIST OF SOCIETIES AUXILIARY TO THE A. 8. M. C. J. 
(Continued from page 159, Vol. 2.) 


SOCIETIES. PRESIDENTS. SECRETARIES. 
New- York. : 
Greenwich Willianr Reid 
Malta Samuel Hunter, Esq. Rev. Wm. Blair 
lihaca Daniel L. Bishop Benjamin S. Halsey 
Easton Hiram Corliss 
Kingsborough Jonathan Sedgwick 
Waterloo Benjamin Maltby 
Charlton ( Associate Reformed) Alexander Gilchrist, Jun. 
Hanover Rev. Ralph Robinson Luther Myrick 
Connecticut. 
Fairfield Female Rebecca W. Hewit Elizabeth Sturges 
Goshen George Stanley 
Darien Rufus Bell 
North Branford Timothy Russell 
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Account of money received by the ‘Treasurer of A. S. M. C. J. in the 
month of October, 1824. 


D. C. D. C. 





From the Auxiliary Society in the From Miss Elizabeth Bollis, for Ist 


vicinity of Royalton and Athol 

Worcester Co. Mass. by Mr. Wim. 

K. Talbot, Secretary . . 500 
From John B. Lawrence, Salem, 

Mass.) to constitute himself a 


ife Member . , ; 15 
Do. from the same, for 1 year’s sub- 
scription for Israel’s Advocate I 


From Robert Gosman, of Upper Red 
Hook, N. York, Israel’s Advocate 2 

From Charles Hosmer, Hartford, 
Conn. Israel’s Advocate : 

From the Rev. John Goldsmith, for 
2d vol. Israel’s Advocate ] 


i) 


and 2d vol. do. ‘ , ; 2 
From Westera Recorder of Utica, do. 1 
From the Rev. Jacob J. Shultz, for 

2d vol. do. ; . 1 
From Reuben Mitchel, do. I 
From David 8. Whitney, do. . 2 
From Wm. Guild, do. ; l 
From Simeon Hosack, do. 1 
From the Female Auxiliary Socie- 

ty, Fairfield, Conn. to constitute 

the Rev. Nathaniel Hewit a Life 

Member... 15 


850 
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D. C. 


Brought forward 50 

From the above Society, a donation, 
both by Gershom Sturges, 

From the Fincastle, Va. Auxiliary 
Society, James H. Buckle, Trea- 
eurer received by Mr. Robert 

” a, P nah yigele 

From the Auxiliary Society, Long 
Meadow, Hampden Co. ( Mass.) 
Jonathan Ely, Treasurer, receipt- 


ed to Roderick Burt , : 28 55 


From the Caldwell Auxiliary Soci- 
ety, (NJ) Calvin S. Crane, Sec. 4 
From the Rev. James Macauley of 
Ogdensbiargh, proceeds of the 
monthly concert for prayer, by 
Dr. 8. N. Rowan ‘ ‘ 
From the Rev. Alfred Mitchel, 
Cheshire, (Conn.) being his annu- 
al subscription, by Mr.E.H.Simon 10 
From Mr. David M‘Kean of Allen- 
town, Monmouth Co. (N. Jersey,) 
by Mr. D.S. Mount . . 
From a few young ladies in Augus- 
ta, Maine, the avails of their own 
indastry, tO constitute the Rev. 


Also from the same, as a donation 


D. C. 
Benjamin Tappan a Life Mem- 
nem A. Tappan 15 


to the A. S. M. C. J., by A. Tap- 


From the Morristown Auxiliary So- 


ciety, (N. J.) by Mr. Frederick 
King, Treasurer 


From the Southampton (Mass.) 


monthly concert, received 
through the Hampshire Deposi- 
tory, paid by Arthur Tappan 

From the Rev. Daniel Lovejoy, of 
Albion, (Maine b ; . : 

From Dr. Jacob Porter of Plain- 
field, Hampshire Co. (Mass.) to 
constitute himself a Life Mem- 
ber, by John Mack , 

From a well wisher to Zion’s pros- 
perity, handed by Mr. Z. Lewis 1 

From John M’Ninch, eg of 
Charleston, a donation, by Mess. 
Stuart Mollan & Sons ‘ 25 


$265 48 


DaniEL BoarpMan, Treasurer. 
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Collections made by the Rev. C. F. Frey during the last month. 


D. C. 
Stanwich, Rev. Platt Buffett 10 10 
North Stamford, Henry Fuller 
Darien, Ebenezer Platt 
Norwalk, Sylvester Eaton 
Green’s Farms, E. Hooker 
Greenfield, R. Dey 
Bridgeport, Elijah Waterman 
Stratford, 
East Haven, Stephen Dodd 
Brandford, Timothy Gillett 
North Brandford, Charles Atwater 
Guilford, Aaron Dutton 


East Guilford, John Eliott, D.D. 
North Guilford, Zalve. Whitmore 
Huntington, Thomas Ponderson 
Monroe, Chancey Lee 
Trumbull, Rev. Reuben Taylor ~ 
North Fairfield, Nathaniel Freeman 
Norfield, John Noyes 

Wilton, Silvanus Haight 


Stamford, John Ellis 


Saat 
BRC 


a 
tei me 1 
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WOTICES. 


Donations to the funds of the A. S. M. C. J. will be received by either of the following 


officers : 


Peter Wilson, LL. D. President, Hackensack, N. J. 

Rev. Philip Milledoler, DD. Vice-President, 144 Greenwich-street, N. Y. 

Rev. James Milnor, DD. Vice-President, 27 Beekman-street, N. Y. 

R. Milferd Blatchford, Esq. Tt for For. Cor. 109 Water-street, N. Y. 
0 


Rev. Wm. D. Snodgrass, Sec’y 


r Dom. Cor. 61 Murray-street, N. Y. 


Danie! Boardman, Esq. Treasurer, 241 Broadway, N. Y. 
Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, DD. Agent, 491 Greenwich-street, N. Y. 
Rev. James G. Ogilvie, Recording Secretary, 511 Greenwich-street, N. Y. 


Erratum.—In our number for October, the sum of $7 50 which was credited to the 
Hartford (Conn.) Society, should have been placed to the credit of the Northford (Conn.) 


Sewing Society. 





